Kathak Dance at the Lotus Music & Dance  Annual Showcase, NY City. Information: 212-627-1076

Sunday, June 14, 2009 - 4:00pm & 7:00pm( Two Shows)
Lotus Music & Dance presents a Student Showcase featuring students of the esteemed Pandit Satya Narayana Charka, Director of the East-West School of Dance.

Pt. Charka’s students from his Manhattan Center at Lotus Music & Dance  performing: Ayushi Singh ( a senior dance student of Pt. Charka and also teaches at the Lotus ), Rahul Banerji, Mukta Varsani, Neela Zareen, Saira Dar and also students from Queeens  performing. All the dances choreographed by Pandit S.N.Charka.

Trditionally Kathak Dance program opens with Invocation: Artists worship Gods & Goddess for their blessings on this occasion. Followed by the dance sequences like Gathanikas: the expressional dance shows grace and charm of the bodily movements.

Tore-Tukre: Kathak Parampara, This dance sequence portrays rhythmic patterns and expressive aspects that convey a sense of pure joy with a brilliant display of footwork and pirouettes. The tora, tukra, and paran are pure dance patterns, according to the varying degree of the complexity of rhythmic patterns. It concludes with musical instruments and dance improvising together in a mood of joy.
Abhinaya an expressional dance:
It describes the beautiful and playful walk of Krishna who wears the crown on his head. The divine music of his flute mesmerizes everyone and he pulls everyone's heart towards him. 

Tarana & Jugalbandi: This segment contains drum syllables and lyrical vocal notes in the prominent Indian classical style. Tarana dance is very graceful, yet still brings the same power of technique followed by dance syllables, graceful movements and rhythmic dialogues. It concludes with a Jugalbandi in a competitive mood.

                                                   ####

This program displays the complexity as well as the universality of Kathak dance. Its two major aspects, _expression (abhinaya) and pure dance/technique (nritta) will be represented. The students’ colorful, traditional costumes added to their performance and also give the audience a flavor of this ancient dance form.
Indian Classical Kathak Dance

Kathak is the classical dance of North India. The word Kathak is derived from the word Katha, means "a story", and hence the word Kathak means a storyteller who recounted mythological tales in the temples and danced them in a state of ecstasy. Having its origin in the sacred text known as the Natya Shastra, said to be divinely inspired through the sage Bharata, it has become one of the most comprehensive and expressive language of movement in the world.  
 

Choreographer & Teacher at the Lotus Studios, NYC

Pandit Satya Narayana Charka is the Director of the East-West School of Dance in Monroe NY. He has studied under Pt. R.K. Shukla, Smt. Maya Rao, Pt. Shambhu Maharaj and Pt. Birju Maharaj. Pt. Charka is recognized as one of the foremost exponents of Indian classical dance. He has presented numerous ballets and traditional Indian dance recitals both domestically and internationally. He also served as a cultural representative appointed by the Government of India in Japan, Australia, and the Fiji Islands. In addition, he was selected as the premier artist in major festivals at the Sydney Opera House for four consecutive years. He is a very caring Guru and is untiring in his efforts to spread the beauty of Kathak dance.                                                Email:  charkasn@yahoo.com  ---  www.anandaashram.org/e-w.school.of.dance
